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Wales was in a state of anarchy. It was from Wales that Henry
Tudor drew the bulk of the troops which won the Battle of Bos-
worth, and the "King himself was the descendant of Welsh kings
and national heroes. His son Henry VIII introduced into Wales
English administration, law and language, and gave the Welsh
a share in their local government and representation in the English
Parliament. The Welsh gentry, the natural leaders of the people,
welcomed Anglicization, which opened to them wide oppor-
tunities in England and this policy was not resisted by the Welsh
people. Wales always remained loyal and the union with
England was never unpopular.1 Both the Welsh and the English
derived the greatest benefit from this co-operation, and the Welsh
were also able to maintain and develop their national individuality
and a remarkable national civilization.
Scotland was originally peopled by various elements which
were merged in a common Scottish nationality by the menace of
Scandinavian and English domination.. For a certain time Scot-
land was under English overlordship, but in the fourteenth century
she regained her independence and then for three centuries was
almost continually at war with England, often in alliance with
France. Yet Scotland had already to a large extent adopted the
English language, laws and institutions, not under any English
compulsion, but through the influence of Celtic kings, Scottish
magnates of Anglo-Norman descent and English settlers and
traders.2 This did not prevent the Scots from developing a very
strong national consciousness and from regarding the English as
their hereditary enemies.
The union of Scotland and England was prepared by the
advent of the Scottish dynasty of the Stuarts to the English throne
in 1603. James I in vain tried to bring about " a perpetual
marriage between the two nations ". The English Parliament
was only willing to accept a union under conditions which the
Scots rejected. Cromwell for a short time united the nations by
force, and gave the Scots a share in Parliament, but Charles II
restored Scotland to her former status and this enabled him to
re-establish his absolutism in Scotland. The definite and lasting
union was brought about under Queen Anne. Relations between
the English and the Scots at that time were very strained, national
prejudice and hatred were strong on both sides, and the Scots, in
particular, felt that the dynastic union with England placed them
1 Cf. W. Llewelyn Williams, The Making of Modern Wales, Studies in the Tudor
Settlement of Wales, 1919, pp. 8, 23; J. B. Rees, Tudor Policy in Wdies, 1935.
* Cf. Robert Rait, History of Scotland, 1914, pp. 14, 28.